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About the University

 The government of Andhra Pradesh established our 

university in January 2020 in the Kadapa district, under the 

leadership of Hon’ble Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy 

Garu. Bachelors of fine arts (BFA) are offered in painting, applied 

arts, sculpture, animation, art history, and photography at 

the College of Fine Arts. Bachelors in Architecture, Bachelors 

in Interior Design, town planning, building technologies 

and services (FSP), Digital Technologies and Design (DTD), 

construction technology and management (CTM), and Game 

Design and Technologies (GDT) are all offered by the school of 

planning and architecture.

Our courses prepare students to meet the needs of the 

new generation by providing them with the most up-to-date 

strategies, software, and equipment. At the university, students 

were given extensive exposure to the history of planning 

and techniques used in the past to the present to adopt and 

design for current needs. Our fine arts courses are designed to 

give students the foundation they need to compose designs, 

draw, paint, and sculpt. Our students gain great collaborative, 

networking, and leadership abilities as a result of fine arts’ 

unique approach to self-directed learning, allowing them to 

pursue a variety of prestigious careers in industry and beyond.

My Dear Readers

Thank you for visiting  our website. You are reading the 

magazine’s third edition, a special created with care by the 

editorial team; whether you are a new or returning reader, we are 

delighted to have you with us for a successful academic year. We 

hope you enjoy it and learn something new. I would like to thank 

everyone who contributed time and ideas to this edition; in this 

edition, you will find intriguing questions such as why Kadapa 

was chosen as a university location in the first place. What is the 

connection between professional courses and their respective 

locations? For example, on the front of this edition, you may 

notice the faculty’s intense focus on you, the reader. That was a 

deliberate decision made by our team. Thank you for your interest 

in our third edition. we hope you enjoy our magazine as much as 

we enjoyed putting together.

Pavani Damodhar
Co-Coordinator

It is my immense luck and fortune to be the part of Dr. 

YSR Architecture And Fine arts University. I express my 

sincere gratitude to the faculty of virtuoso professionals who 

know what authentic, quality and practice based education 

is all about. The entire faculty and department leaves no 

stone unturned to shape one’s future. Dr.YSRAFU provides a 

wonderful experience in learning with prolific exposure to 

outside.

I feel lucky to be a part of Dr YSR Architecture and Fine 

Arts University.The efforts, encouragement and teaching from 

the faculty I have got good knowledge about the subjects,my 

confidence levels also improved,  I developed my drawing 

skills. I don’t say I’m perfect but I can say I have seen little 

improvement in me. Not only my department faculty but also 

the other departments faculty are so supportive. In the coming 

years I will learn more and  make our college proud of me.

S.Sunaksha, B Arch

Angel Thanmayee, B Design
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Cover Story

 Gandikota Fort is also generally known as the Grand Canyon 

of India, which was originally constructed in 12th century A.D by 

subordinates of Chalukya Kings, there were many additions done 

to it during the Vijayanagara period. The two main temples built 

during the Vijayanagara period are the Ranganathaswamy temple 

and Madhavaraya Swamy Temple.

Ranganathaswamy Temple structure has only its pillar 

mandapa and a small garbhagriha standing without any 

superstructure. The temple is surrounded by a pillared clostair 

along the inner side of the prakara.

Madhavaraya Swamy Temple is a five storeyed gopuram. 

This temple too is surrounded by a pillaged clostair the designs of 

which are extremely simple. 

The decorated mandapas of Ranganathaswamy and 

Madhavaraya Swamy temple are made up of red sandstone. These 

Mandapas are still there to witness the grand and spectacular. 

The interior pillars of Mandapa appear lofty and have designs of 

a rampant lion with a rider. These are a pillared hall or pavilion for 

public rituals. The Mandapa is a porch-like structure through the 

gopuram leading to the temple. It is used for religious dancing 

and music and its parts of the basic temple compound.

In front of the Mandapa there are two Elephant sculptures 

that are very special for both sides. These sculptures are a huge 

almost 6 feet width and 5 feet height and are made by a single 

red sandstone, but it is not a freestanding three-dimensional 

sculpture. It is a high relief sculpture. The elephant images are 

walking style posture and  carved in a realistic manner, fantastic 

workmanship, very keen observation of anatomy and other 

details. The two elephants are holding a flower bouquet and 

looking into the gateway it means they are welcoming to the 

visitors.



Gandikota –  A Study Place to visit for Art and Architecture Students
Gandikota –  A Study Place to visit for Art and 

Architecture Students.

Every region in this nation had a beginning and now has a 

history. Art and Architecture in Kadapa District, Andhra Pradesh 

is a rich sources of historical information touching nearly every 

facet of our history. The Kadapa district is home to Gandikota, one 

of the most stunning geological formations Gandikota hills and 

the river Penna that flows at its foot in India. This handsome piece 

of Nature’s architecture being known as the “The Hidden Grand 

Canyon of India”.  The two temples built during the Vijayanagara 

period are the Ranganathaswamy temple and Madhavaraya 

Swamy Temple and Jamia Mosque is between the two temples 

signifies Unity in Diversity in Gandikota.

A Students’ visual literacy will be honed to be able to analyze 

Gandikota’s historical values   and understand their relevance. Dr. 

YSR Architecture and Fine Arts University students are privileged 

to perceive the importance of their immediate environment to 

understanding who they are and how the environment affects 

accomplishments and deficiencies.  College of Fine Arts and 

Architecture student’s personal experiences involving historical 

sites provide reality for an in-depth exploration - they can See, 

Touch, Draw, Paint, Photograph and Enjoy. Gandikota is a great 

location for student’s field trip. Gandikota Fort is a combination of 

Islamic and Dravidian architectural style. Students of Architecture 

can study art of organizing space, functionally and beautifully. 

Practical classes on Landscape drawing, Traditional Animation 

illustrations will give hands-on experience for students of 

Applied Art and Animation. Fine Arts student will be able to see 

comprehensive sculptures on the walls of the temples to record 

the sculptural beauty and style of the time. Students can see 

high relief sculptures like elephant image in the photograph, 

it’s realistic carvings. It holds a bouquet of flowers and welcome 

visitors as they look toward the door. Students can even explore 

recent findings like Mesolithic period rock art paintings in 

the Gandikota fort. Photography students can observe and 

understand the light, the subject matter, and the style to 

photograph it. 

 Gandikota will enhance student cognitive skills by seeing and 

experiencing rich and varied culture and heritage. 



It is a privilege for me to work at a state 

university which has   various creative fields of 

study at the bachelor and master levels. Fine 

arts courses at a state specalized university are rare in most cases. 

Being privileged to work in this university since its inception is 

a remarkable memory, and it is also shaping my creative field of 

study, which is still being explored. In the future, our university 

will serve as an example for our nation in terms of producing great 

artists and architects in the fields of arts and architecture.D Shravanya, Faculty, B. Design Answer in the next month issue

Faculty speaks
Dr. A. Sampatkumar, 

BFA., MA., Adv. PG., MPhil., PhD.

Co-Coordinator, Department of Photography

Puzzle

Guess the place

Student Spotlight Know about our faculty

Sathvik Sarilla, B.Arch, MURP

Co-coordinator, School of Planning and Architecture

He holds a Bachelors degree in 

Architecture from JNAFAU Hyderabad and 

Master’s in Urban and Regional Planning 

from CEPT Ahmedabad. From past 5 

years he has been working as Faculty for 

Architecture and Interior Design for both 

Bachelor’s as well as Master’s. During his 

academic he has worked and participated 

in many programs and projects but Sustainable practice’s 

in Auroville and The Volcano Riverbanks Re-generation in 

Ferrara, Italy are to mention a few. He is also an Industrial 

Expert as he has his own firm SS & Associates located in 

Hyderabad and has designed several Residential Projects, 

Villas, Church’s etc. He is also associated with his father who 

is also an Architect who has his own firm named SS Architects 

& Infras and have collaborated in several projects as well. 

 

 He is a tech buff and always mends with new technological 

concepts which helps him to transfer the knowledge to students 

and other peers in his Academic and professional bubble. In 

order to spread the knowledge in the field he also started 

Concept Academy of Design where he helps to spread the 

knowledge to the Design forum.

Knowledge Bank (vocabulary)

Aesthetics:  Composition with a sense of Beauty.

Antiquity:  Ancient times, especially those before the 

beginning of the Middle Ages 

Genre: A style of painting with a specific type of subject 

matter, including history, portraiture, landscape, still life, 

flower painting, and scenes of everyday life.  

Ceramic: Material Made by Shaping and firing Clay

Ductility: The ability of a metal to be easily manipulated 

into a form (by stretching, for example).

Beige : a pale Sandy fawn color 

Skirting : a board that runs along the border between the 

interior wall and the floor 

Skylight : Roof opening covered with translucent or 

transparent glass or plastic designed to admit daylight 

Niche : Decorative recess set into a wall 

Ambience - the character and atmosphere of a place
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Printmaking studio is a fantastic opportunity for 

students to learn about current printmaking techniques 

and trends. Students learn about the various printmaking 

matrices, techniques, and technologies such as 

intaglio, relief, screen printing, lithography, handmade 

paper pulp print, and digital print mixed media. 

Our university strongly encourages experimentation 

and exploration in all print media. This course is 

intended to gradually improve skill, creativity and 

knowledge of current issues. Advanced students work 

professionally by producing a cohesive body of work. 

Jagadeesh Tammineni is guiding students at DR.YSRAFU 

to learn new techniques and skills in printmaking. He is 

from a small village called Kottavalasa,- a small hamlet, 

where change and a sembelence of modernity have 

crept in quietly over the years, and the adage that the 

more things change, the more they remain the same 

holds true here as it does throughout the country. 

The concept of notion building – both the concept 

and its history – has possibly been part of his 

image making exercise as a print maker for quite 

some time, both consciously and unconsciously. 

Certain images, particularly those of Gandhiji, have 

appeared repeatedly in his work. He believes that his ideas 

of nonviolence and nation building are still relevant in the 

twenty-first century, despite the fact that we are plagued 

by sectarian violence. The act of constructing a democratic 

liberal nation has its own set of pitfalls, and the path is 

fraught with difficulties. The key is still in the hands of 

Gandhiji. Along with Gandhiji, there are other images in his 

work that attempt to articulate and discuss these issues. 

Jagadeesh  has also taken part in numerous group shows, 

camps, and fellowships, and he has received numerous 

awards, some of which are shri. Vijay Pokarna Award for 

Graphic, Mumbai in 2011, Jairam Patel Best Display Award 

Faculty of Fine Arts M.S.U. Baroda in 2012, 1st National 

Sanktranti Kala Puraskar Award Karnataka Lalitkala 

Academy Bangalore in 2017, Honorable mention in the 1st 

International Print Biennale Award Honorable mention lalit 

kala akademi New Delhi in 2018.

Jagadeswara Rao Tammineni
Faculty, 

Dept of Painting,                                                       

College of Fine Arts,

Dr YSR Architecture and Fine Arts University.

Print Making Studio Events

Dr YS Rajashekar Reddy - Homage

Semester end examinations 

Dr.YSR Architecture and Fine Arts University on 2nd September 2021 paid 

glowing tributes to former chief minister late Dr YS Rajasekhara Reddy on the 

occasion of his 11th death anniversary. During the gathering, all of the teaching 

and non-teaching staff remembered his contributions to society, particularly to 

the welfare of educational institutions.
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